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he Common Core State Standards (CCSS) are 
certainly getting quite a bit of media coverage lately. 
Whether they are being debated on cable television 
political shows or being explored by public radio 
correspondents, The Common Core Standards have been 
stirring up interest. No one is more interested in the 
CCSS than teachers as they scramble for ideas of how to 
help their students meet the required competencies. In her 
book, The Common Core Lesson Book K-5: Working with 
Increasingly Complex Literature, Gretchen Owocki 
provides just that – many, many ideas for teaching the 
CCSS.  Owocki’s goal is that The Common Core Lesson 
Book K-5 be a resource of differentiated instructional 
strategies and lessons in the area of English language arts. 
The English Language Arts Standards contain six 
categories and Owocki’s book addresses three of those 
categories – Reading:  Literature, Reading:  Informational 
Text, and Reading: Foundational Skills. 
 
The book is organized into three parts: Part 1- 
Instructional Strategies for Reading:  Literature, Part 2 - 
Instructional Strategies for Reading:  Informational Text, 




Foundational Skills. Part 1 is further divided into nine 
sections, one for each anchor standard. Part 2 has ten 
sections/anchor standards, and Part 3 has four sections, 
one for each skill area. Each section also follows a  
 


















pattern of organization. The sections all have three 
components: (1) a table that shows the grade-specific 
competencies for the anchor standard listed; (2) a 
decision tree to help teachers plan instruction specific to 
their students’ needs (See Figure 1); and (3) an ample 
collection of strategies and lessons that address that 
standard. 
It is within this collection of strategies and lessons 
where the power of this text lies. The strategies fall into 
three categories: demonstration (specific, explicit 
instruction), collaborative engagement (the teacher is 
supportive, but the students take more responsibility), and 
independent application (the students work 
independently). Owocki blends her knowledge of the 
Response to Intervention process and the importance of 
engaging literacy activities to provide high-quality 
strategies that can be used with a variety of learners. 
Teachers are walked through the process of explicitly 
teaching an anchor standard. For example, guidance is 
provided for how to choose a text as well as how to use 
that text to introduce the concept. Graphic organizers and 
lists of recommended literature are also included to 
further help teachers with the various anchor standards. 
However, it is the independent application section that 
contains the most ideas – everything from “Stop and 
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Chats” (p. 121) to “Book Quilts” (p. 125) to “Graffiti 
Boards” (p. 290). 
 
The Common Core Lesson Book K-5 is an incredible 
resource for teachers. It provides clarification of the 
various anchor standards as well as specific teaching 
strategies. The prompts that encourage student thinking 
and/or student-led discussions are extremely powerful. 
Gretchen Owocki states that she wished “to create 
opportunities that children would want to engage in, 
putting meaningful reading, writing, and inquiry at the 
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